Zick Memorial Message

PERSPECTIVE ON LIFE

. Introduction

» Scripture chosen for today was already selectede®b2004
* These will sound familiar as we all have heardatf time to time®

¢ Other “familiar” passages from the Lord’s Word Wik interspersed

* These familiar passages from scripture form a Retsf@ on Life that our sister in
Christ, Hazel, lived and attempted to inculcats fferspective into all of us here

¢ | will be quoting from the New International Versiof the Bible

Il. Perspective |: Mark 8:36

Scripture text chosen by Hazel for today is Mai@68: What good is it for a man to gain the
whole world, yet forfeit his soul?

Whenever we read anything from the Bible, the canteimportant from which the passages
were read. Let me spend a moment providing rekgyamions of Mark Ch#8 leading up to the
text chosen for today.

Mark Ch#8 begins with the feeding of 4,000 nmerh counting women & children. This was two
chapters in Mark after the feeding of 5,000 freegain not counting women & children.

In the middle portions of Chapter 8, Mark covers ltkealing of a blind man at Bethsaida, Peter’s
confession of faith in answer to Jesus’ questidviht do you say that | am?” Peter answered,
“you are the Christ.”

Now toward the end of the chapter, Jesus predistddath. Peter took Jesus aside and rebuked
him, and this is where Jesus responds, “get bahm&atan!” “You do not have in mind the
things of God, but the things of men.”

This leads up to Jesus calling the crowd to him@hith the disciples in verse 34. | now read

from verses 34 to verses 38 which is the end okNH#8:
"If anyone would come after me, he must deny hifressdl take up his cross and follow
me. 35For whoever wants to save his life[c] widat, but whoever loses his life for me
and for the gospel will save it. 36What good i®ita man to gain the whole world, yet
forfeit his soul?370r what can a man give in exchange for his s88lf?anyone is
ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous eufidl generation, the Son of Man
will be ashamed of him when he comes in his Fatlgory with the holy angels."”

[1l.Gain/Lose Contrast

We could spend hours discussing examples of theagia of this text chosen for today. (Don’t
worry; we wont!) However, there are a few notadteamples of the contrast between gaining
the whole world, and forfeiting your soul.
* Adolph Hitler initially wanted “living space” for &many, but continued on to
eventually control all of continental Europe at hésith.

Rendahl 30Sept08 page 1 of 5



Zick Memorial Message

* Alexander the Great started out unifying what wewras Greece, but continued all
around the Mediterranean to Egypt and inland a&livtlay to India.

* King Solomon was made by the Lord to be the wiaedtrichest king of his time as
scripture reveals in 1Kings 3:12 - | will give yauvise and discerning heart, so that there
will never have been anyone like you, nor will thewer be. 13 Moreover, | will give
you what you have not asked for—both riches anadheiso that in your lifetime you
will have no equal among kings.

This was done for Solomon at a time in Earth’sdmsivhen Israel ruled over the critical
commercial and political regions of the known world

Yet what can be said of these three examples?

» Hitler died in a bunker at his own hand about a loefpre Berlin was overrun by the
Russians.

» Alexander died of unknown causes twelve yearshigaonquest, leaving a divided
kingdom, Seleucids and Ptolemeys, that eventuallglit against itself.

» Solomon’s fate is best summed up in the words afdstastes 2:10-11 - | denied myself
nothing my eyes desired; | refused my heart nospiea My heart took delight in all my
work, and this was the reward for all my labor. Yt when | surveyed all that my hands
had done and what | had toiled to achieve, evargthias meaningless, a chasing after
the wind; nothing was gained under the sun.

As | interpret this, | see Solomon writing Ecclesés in a very depressed state of mind
following a life of hedonism that left him out dfe favor of God.

V. Forfeit Consequences

To forfeit one’s soul is to forfeit the grace timtlready made available to us through the perfect
suffering and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. \&fly of these people just mentioned be
someone you will see in Heaven? | can’t say foe shut the odds are against them being in
Heaven. This is true even for Solomon who stastgdollowing the Lord, but turned from His
word in just about every direction possible. As Writer to the Hebrews mentions in Hebrews
6:4-6
41t is impossible for those who have once beerghtdned, who have tasted the heavenly
gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5Swho h&asted the goodness of the word of
God and the powers of the coming age, 6if theyaathy, to be brought back to
repentance, because[b]to their loss they are gingithe Son of God all over again and
subjecting him to public disgrace.

We can't interview anyone who has forfeit their lstwit we can get a good idea on the

consequence of this forfeit from a parable Jesughtaas found in Luke 16:19-31
19"There was a rich man who was dressed in purgdiae linen and lived in luxury
every day. 20At his gate was laid a beggar namednus, covered with sores 21and
longing to eat what fell from the rich man's tatiteen the dogs came and licked his
sores. 22"The time came when the beggar diedrendrtigels carried him to Abraham's
side. The rich man also died and was buried. 28l ¢] where he was in torment, he
looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazaruhibyide. 24So he called to him,
'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazardgptthe tip of his finger in water
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and cool my tongue, because | am in agony in thes f 25"But Abraham replied, 'Son,
remember that in your lifetime you received youogohings, while Lazarus received
bad things, but now he is comforted here and yeuraagony. 26And besides all this,
between us and you a great chasm has been fixdltatsihose who want to go from here
to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from tteeos.” 27"He answered, 'Then |
beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's hd&fey | have five brothers. Let him
warn them, so that they will not also come to gh&ce of torment.” 29"Abraham replied,
‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listéimeem.” 30" 'No, father Abraham,’
he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to they will repent.” 31"He said to
him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Praphiey will not be convinced even if
someone rises from the dead.""

Our sister in Christ, Hazel, knew the perils ofingwour heart set on the wrong things of this
Age. Another passage she repeated frequentlyajoeg with the chosen text for today. It is
found in 1Tim 6:10. | will read from 1Tim 6:6-160 provide the context. I'm sure you will
recognize a portion of this, and it serves as getleer one of those perspectives on life that
Hazel had:
6But godliness with contentment is great gain. Ak@brought nothing into the world,
and we can take nothing out of it. 8But if we h&wed and clothing, we will be content
with that. 9People who want to get rich fall inéoriptation and a trap and into many
foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into eind destruction. 10For the love of
money is a root of all kinds of evikome people, eager for money, have wandered from
the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

V. Eternal Regrets

Solomon, the rich man in Jesus’ parable, and cesmitbthers had/have received their reward in
this Age only to have eternal regrets for the wsotigey committed. Hazel would ask, “Is it
worth it?” She understood the concept of eternitgn existence without the dimension of time.
The three dimensions of this Age are length, masd time. But Heaven (and Hell) are two-
dimensional in that time doesn’t exist; only lengtid mass. When you contrast 70, 80, or even
the 90+ years that Hazel lived — which seemeddikeng time — against an existence without
time, these amounts of years aren’t even compatalaelrop of water in an ocean.

Hazel did know enough about the Lord to know thedigh Him, she would receive forgiveness
for all the wrongs she committed in her life. By tway, we used to call wrongs in life, “sin”.
This forgiveness is necessary because God therfaitheave nothing to do with sin. We see
that already in Genesis Ch#3, the third chaptéhe@®ntire Bible, where in verses 23 & 24 we
read:
23 So the LORD God banished him from the Gardeladan to work the ground from
which he had been taken. 24 After he drove the outphe placed on the east side [e] of
the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming swoshfteg back and forth to guard the
way to the tree of life.

No one is allowed into the paradise that we weredhed from due to that original sin. It has
been this way ever since our first parents, AdaiEv&, sinned. Now before you put all the
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blame on Adam & Eve for your inability to get intteaven, keep in mind that we all sin daily,
and were never received or needed training on basint It's in our nature to sin and we do a
mighty good job of it!

This, however, is the beauty of our Lord Jesushgeame to reconcile us with the Father, who
was the one who ordered all sinners out of paradii® no sinners to be allowed in ever again!
Jesus reconciled us by atoning for that first stnimherited when we were conceived, and all the
sins we have committed since that time. Paul wiiteRom 5:19
For just as through the disobedience of the onettramany were made sinners, so also
through the obedience of the one man the manybeithade righteous.

Let me say it again, because this is extremely mapb.  Jesus not only died for that original sin
that we inherited, but also for each and everylsa you have committed: past; present; and the
ones you will still commit before you die! In tkidd Testament times (the Old Covenant), many
sacrifices had to be made to atone for the sitBeopeople. These sacrifices were done after the
priest first atoned for his own sins. Howeverttia New Covenant, Jesus fulfilled the Law by
sacrificing Himself once and for all so that aktkins of the world are atoned for. And Jesus
was in position to make this offer, because hewittsout sin. And rest assured, this perfect
sacrifice made by Jesus was done that one timeotgatha, and that sacrifice is the only one
necessary. As the writer to the Hebrews mentiométeb 10:18

And where these have been forgiven, there is ngdoany sacrifice for sin.
Furthermore, Paul writes in Rom 8:1-2

1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for thvase are in Christ Jesus,[a] 2because

through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of & me free from the law of sin and death.

VI. Religious Training

Hazel learned this as an adult confirmand. Sheowarmed at Concordia Lutheran Church in
Benedict, ND in 1936 at 20 years old. As she ratediher confirmation experience to me once,
she was attending instructions classes, pregndhtharian, but nonetheless learning!

Hazel also learned something way back then thaisgins the hope that we will someday be
reunited with her in Heaven. It is that classittrhark of Lutheranism found in Eph 2:8-9
For it is by grace you have been saved, through-faand this not from yourselves, it is
the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one baast.
Our salvation doesn’t depend upon what we thinteel on any given day. Our salvation is
found in what Christ has done for us!

Hazel believed this so much that it was incumb@uoinuher to train her children, grandchildren,
and even great-grandchildren in the ways of thelLakll of us in this room can remember
Hazel insisting that we learn what was assignagtivom the Lutheran Catechism. | can
remember coming home for lunch from Longfellow Eégrtary School and having to recite the
memory work assigned by Sunday School or Catechilsss for that week. Thisis a
faithfulness to teaching the Lord’s word similadgscribed by the Apostle Paul in hi€ Rtter

to Timothy where we read:
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| have been reminded of your sincere faith, whicst fived in your grandmother Lois
and in your mother Eunice and, | am persuaded,livew in you also.
Lois and Eunice took it upon themselves to educat®thy in the ways of the Lord, and Hazel
followed that example with us all. Praise be talGar this faithfulness! We now know the
Lord because she was the first to introduce ukead.ord.

VIl. Final Thoughts

So what should we take from all of this? Hazel w&®liever in God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Holy Spirit — Three distinct personsne God. She knew about her original sin,
and her subsequent sinfulness. She also knewalse gf our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
who though He knew no sin, took upon Himself all b that we are cleansed from that sin. We
therefore can obtain the promise of our Lord foahthe beginning of John Ch#14:
1"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in Giodst also in me. 2In my Father's house
are many rooms; if it were not so, | would haveltgbu. | am going there to prepare a
place for you. 3And if | go and prepare a placeyfmu, | will come back and take you to
be with me that you also may be where | am.

Let’'s examine where she is at this very moment,re/aét who accept Christ and have gone

before us have taken up residence:
1Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, foirdteheaven and the first earth had
passed away, and there was no longer any seav2hsaHoly City, the new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared asda beautifully dressed for her
husband. 3And | heard a loud voice from the threagng, "Now the dwelling of God is
with men, and he will live with them. They will Iies people, and God himself will be
with them and be their God. 4He will wipe everyrtigam their eyes. There will be no
more death or mourning or crying or pain, for theé arder of things has passed away."

| entreat you to read the entire chapter of Remaiad?21 to not only understand the conditions of
Hazel's new residence, but also a description efvist wealth & glory that is there — a wealth
& glory that the Apostle Paul writes in Romans 5:15
18I consider that our present sufferings are natwoomparing with the glory that will
be revealed in us.

This wealth & glory is available to all of us hev&o are still in this veil of tears. It was Hazel’
greatest gift given to us; that we would come towrand develop a personal relationship with
Christ so that we will have eternal life. It isrtiée we celebrate today and live out the legaty o
her faithfulness, so that we too will be with hadahe Lord for eternity.

Let us now end this examination of scripture bysig praises to our Lord in words of the
Common Doxology:

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him all creatures here below;

Praise Him above ye heavenly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen.
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